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PROOFS, REPRINTS AND COPYRIGHT 
Proofs will be sent to the corresponding author indicated on 
the title page; no changes to the original manuscript will be 
allowed at this stage. They should be carefully corrected and 
returned, preferably via e-mail or fax, to the publisher within 
48 hours after reception. If this period is exceeded the 
galleys will be proofread by the editorial staff of the 
publishing house only and printed without the author’s 
corrections. 

E-offprints in PDF format are supplied for each contribution. 
Additional paper reprints may be ordered at the prices 
quoted on the order form sent to the corresponding author. 
A letter of copyright transfer is sent together with the 
reprints form, before the proofs arrive. It should be 
returned, duly signed, to the publisher, together with the 
author’s corrections. As soon as the article is published, the 
author is considered to have transferred his rights to the 
publisher. Requests for reproduction rights should be sent to 
the latter. 

Funding body agreements and policies 
Elsevier has established agreements and developed policies 
to allow authors whose articles appear in journals published 
by Elsevier, to comply with potential manuscript archiving 
requirements as specified as conditions of their grant 
awards. To learn more about existing agreements and 
policies please visit http://www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
The publication abides by international practices relative to 
conflict of interest concerning the submitted publications. 
Any manuscript submission must be accompanied with a 
conflict of interest declaration. There is conflict of interest 
when an author and/or co-author have financial or personal 
relationships with other people or organisations liable to 
influence their professional judgement concerning an 
essential value (good of the patient, research integrity…). 
Main conflicts of interest include financial interests, clinical 
trials, one-off interventions, family relations… 

All publication authors must declare any relations that 
could be considered a potential for conflict of interest 
with relation to the published text only. 

1. If there is no conflict of interest linked to the 
submitted article, the following note must be added 
directly to the manuscript: Conflict of interest: none 

2. If there is one (or more) conflict(s) of interest 
with one or more of the article’s authors, the latter should all be 
listed at the end of the manuscript (before the bibliographic 
references) and this in accordance with the presentation 
above. The initials of the author(s) concerned and the name 
of the company should be added to the exhaustive list below 
of the potential conflicts of interest needing to be declared. 

For example: 

C. R., E. L. Financial interests in the company Barbot S.A. 
E. L. Owner, manager, employee, part of a decision-making 
body in a company. Other regular activities in the company 
Chups SAS 
J.-J. E. Clinical trials: acting as main investigator, 
coordinator or main experimenter for RTM SARL 
P. L. Clinical trials: as co-investigator, secondary 
experimenter, collaborator in the study for Light & Co 
F. W. One-off interventions: expert/survey report for EFS 
Associated 
M. D. One-off interventions: advisory activity for SFC 
C. G. Conferences: invitations as contributor for KKS & Son 
M. S. Conferences: invitations as auditor (travelling and 
accommodation expenses paid for by the company) for Régis 
SA 
C.-A. S. Substantial financial contributions to the budget of 
an institution you are responsible for Aphelion 
M. F. Close relatives as employees of a company mentioned 
above 
A. D. No conflict of interest 

3. If no conflict of interest linked to the submitted 
article has been transmitted by the author (or co-authors), 
the following mention should be published in the article: 

Conflict of interest: the authors have not transmitted any 
conflicts of interest 

November 2009 


