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Instructions for authors

IRBM is the journal of the AGBM (Alliance for engineering in Biology and Medicine / Alliance pour
le genie biologique et medical) and the SFGBM (BioMedical Engineering French Society / Société
Francaise de Genie Biologique Médical) and the AFIB (French Association of Biomedical Engineers /

Association Francaise des Ingénieurs Biomédicaux).

As a vehicle of information and knowledge in the field of biomedical technologies, IRBM is devoted
to fundamental as well as clinical research. Biomedical engineering and use of new technologies are
the cornerstones of IRBM, providing authors and users with the latest information. Its six issues per
year propose reviews (state-of-the-art and current knowledge), original articles directed at fundamental
research and articles focusing on biomedical engineering. All articles are submitted to peer reviewers
acting as guarantors for IRBM's scientific and medical content. The field covered by IRBM includes
all the discipline of Biomedical engineering. Thereby, the type of papers published include those that
cover the technological and methodological development in:

- Physiological and Biological Signal processing (EEG, MEG, ECG...)

- Medical Image processing

- Biomechanics

- Biomaterials

- Medical Physics

- Biophysics

- Physiological and Biological Sensors
- Information technologies in healthcare
- Disability research

- Computational physiology

PUBLICATION RULES

1. All manuscripts addressed to the journal are
submitted to anonymous peer review. After any
modifications deemed necessary, manuscripts must
then be approved by the Editorial board for
publication.

The Editorial Board reserves the right to publish a
commentary  concerning the article.  This
commentary will be addressed to the author with
the galley proofs.

2. Manuscripts must not be submitted to another
review or previously published.

3. It is understood that by submitting a manuscript
for publication in the journal that the work has
been approved by all authors and also -either
explicitly or implicitly- by the institutional

authorities under which it was produced. If a
manuscript is accepted for publication, it cannot be
published again, either in the original language of
publication or another language, without the
express written consent of the publisher.

4. If the submitted manuscript includes extracts
from other documents or publications covered by
copyright, the authors must furnish written
authorization for reproduction from the
copyright owners and cite, in the submitted
manuscript, the source of the original publication.
5. Work submitted for publication must be
conducted in application of current regulations
concerning biomedical experimentation and
comply with the ethical principles of the Helsinki
declaration.



MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION

Authors are requested to abide by the publication
rules presented here, both in terms of manuscript
content and form, and to submit their work online
via the Elsevier Editorial System (EES):
http://ees.elsevier.com/irbm/

Language of the manuscript is English.

Required configuration

 For PCWindows

- NT4, 2000, XP or later

- Internet Explorer 5.5 or later

- Netscape 7 or later

- Firefox 0.9 or later

- Opera 7.51 or later

- Adobe Acrobat Reader 6.0 or later (free
download:
http://www.adobe.fr/products/acrobat/readstep2.ht
ml)

* For Macintosh

-9.x,0S X

- Internet Explorer 5.x or later

- Netscape 7 or later

- Firefox 1.0 or later

- Safari 1.0 or later

- Opera 7 or later

- Adobe Acrobat Reader 6.0 or later (free
download:
http://www.adobe.fr/products/acrobat/readstep2.ht
ml)

Manuscript  files MSWord
orWordperfect format.

may be in

Brief guide for using the EES

* New users access the home page for online
submission to IRBM at the following address:
http://ees.elsevier.com/irbm/

Click on “register” in the list of links displayed in
the heading. Users are first invited to indicate their
first name, last name and electronic address.
Further information requested includes: title,
preferred address, country, other address, chosen
username. Once this information has been
recorded, users will receive a confirmation email
containing their username and password.

» Register only once and click on “log in” for
subsequent connections. Fill in your username and
password and click on “author log in”.

» Once logged in, authors submitting manuscripts
follow the instructions displayed on the screen to
upload their manuscript files.

ATTENTION! Distinct files are required for:

» Title page: title in English ; authors’ names ; full
addresses.

This separate file is required to enable
anonymous peer review of the manuscript in
PDF format which does not contain the
author’s name nor the name of the institution.

» Manuscript: abstract and key words (in English) ;
text body ; references ; tables and titles for tables ;
captions for figures.

No information identifying the authors (name,
address, email, phone number) is

allowed in the manuscript file.

« Figures: each figure (drawings, graphs, color or
black and white photos) must be provided in a
separate file, one file per figure. Zipped files with
one file per figure are accepted.

If you have a technical problem, please contact
Our author’s support service:
authorsupport@elsevier.com

IMANUSCRIPT PRESENTATION|

The typed  manuscript  should  contain
approximately 250 words per page (about 1500
characters) and is presented as follows.

1. Title page

1.1. Title

A clear, precise, informative title. Titles are often
used by search engines. Avoid abbreviations and
formulas whenever possible.

1.2. Authors’ names and institutional affiliation
Indicate the name and first name of all authors
(make any precisions necessary to avoid
confusion). The addresses of the institutions with
which each author is affiliated (for the present
work) are given below the names.

Note all affiliations using a lower case letter in the
exponent position after the name of each author,
and before the corresponding address. The full
postal address of each institution

must be given, with the name of the country, and if
applicable, the electronic address of each author.

1.3. Corresponding author

The corresponding author is the author responsible
for the manuscript as it moves through the
journal’s submission process.

This author must be clearly identified with phone
number (with international and national prefixes).
The email address and full postal address of the
corresponding author must be indicated.



1.4. Current / permanent address

If an author’s address has changed since the work
concerned by the submission, a current (or
permanent) address as appropriate should be
indicated in a footnote. The address corresponding
to the institution where the author contributed to
the work being submitted should be used for the
principle affiliation. Arabic numerals in the
exponent position are used for these footnotes.

2. Abstract

A concise, factual and structured English abstract
is required. Abstracts contain 150 to 250 words.
They present a brief description of the problem
considered and the main conclusions of the work.
Care must be taken to furnish an abstract which
can be understood alone, without reference to the
body of the text.

For original articles, the abstract has four parts: 1)
Objectives; 2) Material and methods; 3) Results; 4)
Conclusion; and for the resumé 1) But/Objectif; 2)
Matériels et méthodes; 3) Résultats; 4) Conclusion.
For general reviews and updates, the abstract must
not exceed 250 words. They must detail the
purpose of the review and present the main points.
For case reports, the abstract must not exceed 200
words and must focus on the specific contribution
of the illustrative case, the main results, and a
conclusion.

Abbreviations and bibliographic references should
be avoided. If necessary, references must be cited
in extensor without the reference number used in
the body of the text.

3. Key words
Provide three to five key words for indexation.
Present key words after the abstract.

4. Manuscript writing and presentation

4.1, Text body

The body of the text (including references) should
not exceed:

» 20 pages for original articles, general reviews and
updates;

e 8 pages for
communications;

* 4 pages for editorials and letters to the editor.

case reports and brief

Original articles should include the following
chapters: introduction, materials/patients, methods,
results, discussion, conclusion and references.

— Introduction: background information with
pertinent references from the literature explaining
why the work was undertaken.

— Material/Patients: details based on precise
criteria and in compliance with the ethical
considerations mentioned above.

— Methods: detailed presentation,
concerning reagents used.

— Results: as precise as possible with numerical
data when possible. Statistical methodology must
be described. Redundancy (table, text, figures)
should be avoided.

— Discussion: contribution of the original results
by comparison with earlier data in the literature.

— Conclusion: a short conclusion can be provided
but only if it provides a supplementary element to
the discussion.

Authors are requested to limit text outlines to three
levels of sections and subsections.

Care must be taken to submit a clear easily
understandable text using concise language. Use
clear  English, avoiding medical slange.
Abbreviations should be explained at their first
appearance in the text and be coherent and
invariable. Abbreviations cannot be used in titles
and should be avoided in the abstract. To avoid
confusion, use a limited number of abbreviations.

particularly

International nomenclature should be used for
anatomic terms and international units of measure
(for example minute is abbreviated “min” and not
“mn”). The generic name of medications,
biochemical products and biomaterials should be
used (with their brand name in parentheses if
needed).

Type the manuscript with a word processor using a
common font, size 12, and double spacing, one
column per page. Indicate the titles for sections
and subsections by number (1.1.1., 1.1.2, etc.) or
using a highlighting system (bold face, italics).

The reader should be able to follow the outline
easily.

The body of the text is followed by the
bibliographic references (see references below),
then by captions for figures, titles for tables,
tables, and figures.

4.2. Footnotes
Footnotes should be avoided.

4.3. Captions for figures, titles for tables, tables,
and figures
These elements are to be presented in this order
after the body of the text (see details below). High-
resolution electronic formats should be furnished
separately.



5. References
The authors are responsible for checking the
exactness of the bibliographic references cited.

5.1. Citations in the text

All references cited in the text are presented in a
reference list after the body of the text. All
references in the list are cited in the text.
References are numbered by order of citation.
Unpublished results and personal communications
should not be included in the reference list but
explicitly mentioned in the text. A citation “in
press” has been accepted for publication and as
such is included in the reference list.

5.2. Internet citations and reference lists

Any citation of an Internet publication cited in the
text should be included in the reference list with its
complete URL (at least). Any useful
complementary information (name of authors,
dates, reference to another publication source, etc)
should be given.

5.3. Reference list

References are listed at the end of the text by order
of citation in the text (and not be alphabetical order
of the authors’ names).

All references in the list must be cited in the text
and vice versa.

Use the US National Library of Medicine journal
abbreviations.

Punctuation and presentation must comply with the
following examples:

 Journal article: Christin-Maitre S, Pasquier M,
Donadille B, Bouchard P. L’insuffisance ovarienne
prématurée. Ann Endocrinol

2006;67:557-66.

« Book: Tramalloni J, Monpeyssen H. Echographie
de la thyroide. Paris: Masson; 2006.

» Book chapter: Polak M, Cernichow P.
Dysthyroidies foetales.

In: Leclere J, Orgiazzi J, Rousset B, Schlienger JL,
Wemeau JL, editors. La thyroide : des concepts a
la pratique clinique,

Paris: Elsevier SAS; 2001, p. 519-26.

If the reference has more than six authors, list the
first six then et al.

For further details, see Uniform Requirements for
Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals (J
Am Med Assoc 1997;277:927-34) (see also
http://www.nejm.org/general/text/
requirements/1.htm).

6. Tables

Each table must be cited in the text as “Table” and
numbered with Arabic numerals in the order of
citation. A title for the table must be placed above
each table. Footnoots for the table should be
placed after the end of the table and referenced
with lower case letters in the exponent position.
Do not use vertical lines. Limit the number of
tables. Do not repeat data already presented in the
body of the text.

Tables should not exceed one page.

7. Figures

Do not present figures within the body of the text.
All Figures are cited in the text and are submitted
in a separate file mentioning with number of the
figure and the name of the author. All types of
illustrations, graphs, artwork, photos, etc. are
called Figures and numbered with Arabic numerals
according to the order of citation.

e Care must be taken to use a uniform set of
characters in the figure (font, size).

e Use only: Arial, Courier, Helvetica, Symbol,
Times.

» Submit a separate file for each Figure (the figure
caption is placed in the manuscript file, after the
list of references).

* Use a logical system to name figure files.

Figures should be in one of the following
formats: TIFF (.tif), EPS (.eps), or PDF (.pdf).
Avoid Word, Powerpoint and Excel formats. To
facilitate the editing process, indicate the number
of the figure and the format used, for example:

« figl.tif », for figure 1 in format TIFF.

The minimum resolution for figures is 300 DPI
(dots per inch) for black and white or color
photographs and 500 to 1000 DPI for graphs or
drawings. High resolution is required for
printing. Magnification of an original image
reduces resolution (and printing quality). The
quality of the final printed image can be
determined from the following table. Offset
printing requires higher image quality than a
desktop printer.

Color illustrations

Elsevier Masson will reproduce color illustrations
on the web at no extra cost for the authors. For the
printed version of the journal, authors will be
charged the extra cost (an estimate will be
addressed to the corresponding author).



EDITING PROCESS, PROOFS, REPRINTS,
REPRODUCTION

The express written consent of the publisher and
the authors is required for the partial or total
reproduction of a previously published document
or illustration.

The manuscript submitted to the journal is
considered to be the final form for publication.
Proofs are not first drafts.

The corresponding author will receive an
electronic version of the final PDF format for
proofreading and correction of any minor errors.
At this point, no significant modification is
authorized.

The authors are fully responsible for proofreading.
Elsevier Masson makes every effort possible for
timely quality publication and requests the
cooperation of the authors to achieve this goal. The
authors are thus asked to return proofs with any
corrections within five days of reception. Beyond
this deadline, corrections may not be possible.
During the editing process of a manuscript
accepted for publication, the corresponding author
will receive an authorization document. The
corresponding author must sign this document in
the name of the other authors, authorizing
publication. This document must be returned to the
publisher as soon as possible.

The corresponding author will receive an
electronic PDF version of the published article.
Paper reprints may be ordered from the publisher.

ICONFLICT OF INTEREST]

In accordance with international practices
concerning conflicts of interest, all submitted
manuscripts must be accompanied by a declaration
of conflict of interest (note at the end of the
article).

A conflict of interest exists when an author or co-
author has financial or personal interests with other
persons or organizations that may influence his
professional judgment concerning an essential
factor (such as a patient’s wellbeing or integrity of
the research). The main conflicts of interest
include  financial interests, clinical trials,
occasional business involvements and family
connections.

All publication authors must declare any
relations that could be considered a potential for
conflict of interest but only in connection to the
published article.

* If there is no conflict of interest linked to the
submitted article, the following note must be
added directly to the manuscript: Conflict of
interest: none.

« If there is one (or more) conflict(s) of interest
with one or more of the article’s authors, all
should all be listed at the end of the manuscript
(before  the  bibliographic  references), in
accordance with the presentation below. The
initials of the author(s) concerned and the name of
the company should be added to the potential
conflicts of interest needing to be declared.

Exemples :
C. R,, E. L. Financial interests in the company Barbot
S.A

E. L. Owner, manager, employee, part of a decision-
making body in a company.

Other regular activities in the company Chups SAS

J.-J. E. Clinical trials: acting as main investigator,
coordinator or main experimenter
for RTM SARL

P. L. Clinical trials: as co-investigator, secondary
experimenter, collaborator in the study for Light & Co

F. W. One-off interventions: expert/survey report for
EFS Associated

M. D. One-off interventions: advisory activity for SFC

C. G. Conferences: invitations as contributor for KKS
& Son

M.S. Conferences: invitations as auditor (travelling and
accommodation expenses paid for by the company) for
Régis SA

C.-A. S. Substantial financial contributions to the
budget of an institution you are responsible for
Aphelion

M. F. Close relatives as employees of a company
mentioned above

A. D. No conflict of interest

e If no conflict of interest linked to the
submitted article has been transmitted by the
author (or co-authors), the following mention
should be published in the article: Conflict of
interest: the authors have not declared any
conflicts of interest.



